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by using the key as a lever. Under these circumstances lines 8-10 of p. 
139 show a strange ignorance of mechanical laws. 

Yale University. Arthur Fairbanks. 

Kollektivtnasslehre. Von Gustav Theodor Fechner. Im Auftrage der 

kgl. sachs. Ges. d. Wiss. Herausgegeben von Gottl. Friedr. Lipps. 

Leipzig, W. Engelmann, 1897. — pp. x, 483. 

A ' collective object ' is an object that consists of an indefinite number 
of individual objects, subject to accidental variation, and embraced under 
a single specific or generic concept. Anthropology, zoology, botany, 
meteorology — these sciences, plainly, have to deal with such objects ; and 
it is in them, and in other sciences whose material is similar, that the Kol- 
lektivmasslehre finds its application. Quetelet stands to collective meas- 
urement, Fechner writes, as E. H. Weber stands to psycho-physics ; and 
the reader who knows what Fechner himself has done in the latter field may 
guess what he does here in the former. The object and culmination of the 
whole inquiry is "the establishment, by mathematical proof and empirical 
verification, of a generalization of Gauss' law of accidental variations, 
whereby the law is enabled to transcend the limits of symmetrical probabil- 
ity and comparative smallness of the positive and negative deviations from 
the arithmetical mean, and new relations of uniformity are brought to 
light." 

The MS. was found, incomplete, among Fechner' s papers. The duty of 
arranging and supplementing was entrusted to Dr. Lipps, who has ably and 
conscientiously discharged it. The chapters of Pt. I. fall into five groups : 
preliminary exposition, the numerical treatment of collective objects, 
their asymmetry, their laws of distribution on the arithmetical principle, and 
the logarithmic law of distribution. Pt. II. is entitled " Special Investiga- 
tions," and covers such diverse topics as recruits, rye, and rainfall. Of the 
importance of the volume there can be no doubt ; to those who have 
learned to appreciate Fechner, its reading will afford keen pleasure. 

E. B. T. 

Psychologie. Von Dr. Fr. Harms. Herausgegeben von Dr. H. Wiese. 

Leipzig, Th. Grieben's Verlag (L. Fernau), 1897. — pp. xii, 204. 

Friedrich Harms was professor of philosophy at Berlin from 1867 to 1880. 
He is the author of numerous philosophical works, not a few of which have 
been published posthumously under the editorial care of A. Lasson and H. 
Wiese. He is, perhaps, best known to psychologists by his work on Tetens, 
his (not very satisfactory) history of psychology, and his introduction to 
Karsten's Physical Encyclopaedia — the series in which appeared Helmholtz's 
Physiologische Optik and Wundt's Medicinische Physik. 

The present work has a value as rounding off the author's philosophical 
system. But its interest is simply historical ; it shows us the post-Kantian 
faculty-psychology in pure form, uncontaminated either by Hegel or by 
Herbart. E. B. T. 



